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Still Sift tuff. 


I)., M. I'- 


HV J, II. MII.I.KK, l>. .-, p 

EoiTUll Evangelist ! I bad entertained the 
hope, implied i» your editorial iwlv, in the Evan* 
UKL18T, that "Sifliugs" was ended, tint contrary to 
that hope be« 1 am "silling* yet, and expect to 
continue till the 

"reaping time rlnil come 
And ftiigeln ehuut the burveat home." 
"For what is the chaff to the wheat'? and there is 
so much chaff still in our best winnowed wheat, 
that "sifting" appear* to be our designed lite work. 
Brother It. had furnished nie a projioaitioii, 
which was that, 

and repeated Hi hie readings, and multiplied letters 
of erudition and honor, we may miss the truth in 
simple mutters." Now while this proposition 
taught a truth, I simply wished, "without offense" 
to show it did not teach the whole truth, for its 
opposite was just as true: that was all. And broth- 
er B. cannot complain, when he applied his propo- 
sition to me, if I applied its opposite tu him, and 
especially when I excused myself for employing 
his methods. My brother then informed us that 
because "essentials do not lull into the same plane" 
it "does not invalidate them." Grant it, there- 
fore, "the plane" modifies, or, qualities the "essen- 
tial," or, if it did not it would all full intu the same 
plane, and hence be the same thing. This con- 
cedes the very l>oint for which I have contended, 
viz : that repentance, faith, baptism, the supper, 
and feet- washing, are not essential to (the attain 
meat of) "salvation," in the absolute, unqualified 
sense of the term, and this is the very proposition 
brother B. undertook to defend as "the Gospel." 

Tt may be necessary for me to remind your read- 
era that the word "essential" is purely French, 
with the aiinple substitution of our "a" for the 
French "e", in the ultimate syllable ; and its mean- 
ing is defined as "Belonging to the essence of." 
Hence, "an essential part of the air is oxygen" lie 
cause oxygen is a constituent "essence" of the air, 
without winch air we cannot exist. Consequently 
when I say that oxygen is now and ever has been 
essential to the air, 1 am understood as saying 
oxygen is an essential constituent, a component 
element of the air. When 1 say "repentance, faith, 
baptism, the supper and feet- washing are now and 
ever have been essential to salvation" it is but jus 
tice to me, in the use of the terra employed, that I 
be understood in the same way, and yet such an 
understanding w.inld make these duties and ordi- 
nances as "belonging to the essence of" salvation 
itself. Hence, without tlum, salvation could not 
exist. And yet the scriptures declare "Our God 
is the God of salvation ;" its deviser, author, fin- 
isher and end. It is provided for all mankind — in- 
dependent of human act or effort. Fur, "Jesus 
Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every 
man." "He bore our sins in his own body on the 
tree" and "by his slrqjes we are healed." Hence 
the triumph of his dying cry : "It is kinisuki>," 
starts from Calvery's bloody brow, rolls along the 
concave of the sky, and vibrates and revibrates oil 
and on down to the end ol time, and makes sweet- 
est music to the last listening ear of Adam's apos- 
tate rare. Salvation is complete in Jesus' name. 
These ty|ms, shadows, symbols and ordinances, in 
the economy of redemption, constitute no part of 
it, and are not, in Bible language, or "the gram- 
mar of God," "essential to it." That is what this 
language implies in its absolute force. And its 
affirmation contains the point ot my objection. It 
■ is now*too late in \he day for brother B. to move 
to amend the indictment ; on it he has submitted 
his case to the jury, and by it his case must stand 
or fall. Therc*are no modifying terms in the prop- 
osition we aretrflteussing, and there can be none 
inserted without mutual consent. 

Now, though brother Robert's language justly 
implies this, I am disposed to think brother R. did 
not mean this ; but that he meant to say these du- 
ties and ordinances were "essential to" (our attain- 
ment of) salvation. But even this would leave it 


unqualified, as applicable to all tho race. Brother 
Ik admits "God never commanded infants to re- 
pent." True. Therefore, "repentance is not 'es- 
sential' to their salvation" and so of a-ll other du- 
ties and ordinances. The infantile race will doubt- 
less constitute a great majority of the saved. Bro. 
K. in his proposition, makes no exceptions in favor 
of this majority. Brother B. would now rule them 
out of brothei' U.'« proposition, in order to make 
the proposition "Gos|>d." Brother R.'s projxwi. 
tion having no qualification*, admits now of no ex- 
ceptions. Had the primary |>ostulate been quali- 
fied this discussion might not have occurred. II, 
as brother B. claims, he has as "large acquaintance 
with men and books as Hr. Miller,'' he is well 
aware there was no qualification — understood or 
implied — in the proposition he undertook to de- 
fend, and that it is equally bad logic for him now 


to attempt to introduce a "plane," which shall 
Notwithstanding great learning, modiJy the uae of t(|e twmH om p| oyo a. 

Then again, the dying thief could only say 
"Lord remember me when thou comest in thy 
kingdom f no time now for baptism, supper, or 
feet- washing." He is hanging suspended over the 
eternal world, and the Master assures him, "This 
day shalt thou be with me in paradise." How far 
were these important duties the "essence" of his 
salvation V And how many since have passed 
away under similar circumstances, with similar re- 
Rults, and yet our proposition admits of no excep- 
tion, and brother B. defends it as "the Gospel f 
but now pleads for exception. It these duties and 
ordinances were "essential" to his salvation he 
could not have been saved without them. And as 
he was saved without them, they were not essen- 
tial." 

Does, or does not, the Brethren church believe 
ordinances per se, as essential to salvation, in the 
ordinary or absolute sense of the term — i. e. as 
used by Alexander Campbell, with reference to 
baptism. A simple "yes," or "no," may end this 
controversy, unless brother B. — or some one else 
— has his "quiver" full of "red-hot arrows," which 
he wishes to send whizzing to California. H so, 
all I have to say is let them fly. If their "red- 
heat" is not cooled in crossing the Rockies and 
Sierras, I trust they will still find me clad in the 
whole "armor of God" and using the "shield of 
faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the 
fierv darts" * * and still using "the sword of 
the'spirit which is the word of God." "Praying 
always, with all prayer" &c., &c. 

I have no time for metaphysical disquisition, or 
idle words which "tend to damnation", but I am 
prepared to meet any brother on the platform, in 
the pulpit or with the press, and maintain the neg- 
ative of brother Roberts' proposition. 


Faith and Repentance. 

God requires of us repentance and faith. In the 
Christian life repentance and faith are all in all. 
Rejientance has been preached ever Bincc Jeajis 
entered u]>on his mission ; yes, even before, for 
John the Baptist preached repentance. "He said, 
"Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
And again, "Bring forth therefore works meet for 
repentance." It was to make repentance of avail 
that Jesus left the shining courts of heaven, the 
glory ot the Father and the sWiety of angels to 
suffer and die in this world. Jesus also preached 
repentance. The apostles preached repentance, 
and every faithful minister even down to the pres- 
ent day, has preached the same. Without reli- 
ance there can be no realization of the danger of 
sin to the soul, nor can there be any earnest desire 
to turn to God in obedient service. It is only 
through repentance that a haired of sin is formed, 
such as will make the service of God a delight, so 
that we eon truthfully say : "Thy yoke is easy and 
thy burden is light." And having once truly re- 
pented, having made a full surrender of all into the 
keeping of Jesus, the penitent soul clings to him 
as the only one whom God has appointed to de- 
liver from sin, and faith in God becomes possible. 
Faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, faith in hia 
power to save. Yes, faith in all his precious prom- 
ises. Paul says, Gal. 3 : 26, "For ye are all the 
children of God, by faith in Christ Jesus." 

Mr. PhilipIJenry, who lived more than two hun- 
dred years "ago, was very earnest in hie preaching 
of faith and repentance. He had often this saying 
concerning repentance : "He that repents every 
day for the sins of every day, when he comas to die 
he will have the sins of but one day to repent of." | 


Convention. 

BY" J. B. WAM1*LER. 

The convention subject seems to he agitating 
the minds ol some of our brethren, and as the same 
is open for discussion, I ier-1 like contributing a 
lew thoughts. Conventions mav be held for the 
purpose of devicing ways and means for the more 
successful evangelizing and Christianizing of the 
world. My impression is that we should be better 
organized to do home mission work Lefore we have 
a general convention to arrange for foreign mis- 
sion work. It has been hinted through the Evan- 
gelist that we need a convention lor the purpose 
of discussing the subject of single or trine action 
in Christian baptism ; and to make decisions to 
meet certain cases of immorality and crime. If a 
convention is to lie called fonhat purpose I say em- 
phatically, NO. I do believe that the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is as clear upon doctrine and crime,as 
anything that can ever be formulated by a body or 
council of men. We have just emerged from such 
work, and let it not be true of na as the Apostle 
Peter has said, "The dog has returned to his vomit 
and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in 
the mire." Let every evangelist in the Brethren 
church practice what we preach ; and if we do this 
single immersion will not be hatd to meet, ifevery- 
thing else is right. I have usually very little trou- 
ble about baptism. I suggest the following : That 
as we have been districted, (formerly,) and as we 
are holding Sabbath school conventions, in the 
several districts, thai in connection with the Sab- 
bath school conventions we have a delegate meet- 
ing, and all the congregations in the district repre- 
sented by delegate, the same delegate or delegates, 
may work in the Sabbath sohool and more general 
church work ; and let this meeting be tor the pur- 
pose of more effectual church work. There are 
many calls that cannot be met at present, hence I 
suggest further, that one or more brethren be se- 
lected, whose duty it shall be, in the diBtriot in 
which he or they reside, to devote their time in re- 
constructing and organizing congregations. If 
they have time outside of that kind oi work, let 
them hold protracted meetings in congregation 
where such work is needed. After we become 
well organized then we might have a general con- 
vention, and arrange to send missionaries into 
foreign countries, and thus labor to save a perish- 
ing world. I suggest further that we do not for- 
get the injunction of the apostle, that each one lay 
by in store upon the first day of the week as the 
Loid has prospered them ; and let the several con- 
gregations in the district where the missionaries 
are selected, see that they are supported, so that 
they need not "serve tables," but give their time 
to prayer and the preaching of the Word. Let us 
hear from all who feel interested in the matter in 
hand. I am always ready to exchange if a better 
plan is offered. — Blanco, Pa. 


This Brother Talks Plain. 

When I think over convention knowing as I do, 
how our brethren used to oppose them, I am made 
to wonder. But some one may say this is not for 
the purpose of making creeds or commandments of 
men as theirs was ; but only bo the ministers can 
understand each other better. I pity the preacher 
that don't understand what hie duty ib. If there 
are such, please study the life of Paul a little more, 
tor it won't cost as much as a convention would. 
If we have a convention we will set a precedent for 
another one, and another one, and so on until final- 
ly, besides having the. written law of Christ, a sec- 
ond law or tradition will be baDded down orally, 
and be added to from generation to generation. 

O, brethren* let us try and learn wisdom by ex- 
perience; let us stick close to the Word,for we hear 
the Savior sayi my words will judge men at the 
last day. N. A, Frame. 

Elkhart, .Ind. 


Words are the key of the heart. 
Yalor can do little without discretion. 
Blame not before you examine the truth. 
A doubtful friend is evei to be avoided. 
Discretion in speech is more than eloquence. 
Affection is the broadest smile of a good life. 
A great dial depends on the choice of a friend. 


